The chapter provides overview of the Arctic sociocultural landscape, highlighting innovative and growing Arctic cities, thinning-out rural areas, demographic challenges, and dependence on extractive and primary industries. Indigenous peoples often experience these elements in distinct manners.
Introduction
This chapter discusses selected social and cultural trends in the European Arctic (see Figure 8 .1). Arctic cultures are characterised by high resilience and adaptive capacity, but some aspects of social change have been challenging.1
The main issues discussed include changing demographics and urbanization, on-going dependence on public transfers and primary industries, on-going changes in lifestyle and livelihood, rising role of education and research and shifts in governance. Peripherality is an important feature of the region. Also, the presence of indigenous peoples distinguishes the North from the rest of Europe. As societies and cultures are by definition very complex and dynamic, the choice of issues and perspectives in this chapter is to certain degree arbitrary, but is believed to reflect the current emphases in debates on the sociocultural development of the European Arctic. 
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